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Please visit the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s website at www.ncadv.org for more fact sheets, 
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FIREARMS AS TOOLS OF TERROR 
Firearms are used to control, terrorize and intimidate victims and survivors of domestic violence: 

 Approximately 4.5 million American women alive today have been threatened by intimate partners with 
firearms. One million have actually been shot or shot at by their abusers.1 

 A survey of contacts by the National Domestic Violence Hotline found, of respondents’ whose abusers had 
access to firearms: 

o 10% said their abusers had fired a gun during an argument; 
o 67% believed their abusers were capable of killing them.2 

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOMICIDE 
Firearms are the weapon of choice for domestic violence homicides: 

 In 2015, 928 women were killed by male intimate partners.  Most were killed with firearms.3 

 1 in 3 female murder victims and 1 in 20 male murder victims are killed by intimate partners.4 

 35% of all women killed by men are killed by intimate partners with guns.5 

 An abuser’s access to a firearm increases the risk of femicide by at least 400%.6 

 Domestic violence incidents involving firearms are twelve times more likely to result in death than incidents 
involving other weapons or bodily force.7 

 A ten-city study found 1/5 of homicide victims with temporary protective orders were murdered within two 
days of obtaining the order; 1/3 were murdered within the first month.8 

 48.6% of women killed by intimate partners are killed by dating partners.9 

 76% of women murdered by intimate partners and 85% of women who survived murder attempts were 
stalked first.10 

 44% of mass shootings between 2008 and 2013 involved intimate partners.11  

 Women in the US are 11 times more likely to be murdered with a gun than in other high-income nations.12 

CURRENT FEDERAL LAW 
Certain domestic violence misdemeanants are prohibited from possessing firearms if the victim was: 

 The perpetrator’s child (including guardianship); 

 A current or former spouse; 

 A current or former cohabiting intimate partner; 

 A person with whom the offender shares a biological child; 

 ‘Similarly situated’ to a spouse; or  

 ‘Similarly situated’ to a parent or guardian of child victim.   
Certain respondents to final orders of protection are also prohibited from possessing firearms for the duration of 
the order if the petitioner is  

 A current or former spouse; 

 A current or former cohabiting intimate partner; 

 A person with whom the respondent shares a biological child; 

 The child of the intimate partner; or  

 The child of the respondent. 
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GAPS IN CURRENT LAW 
Current law does not prohibit the following people from possessing firearms: 

 People convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence against a current or former dating partner; 

 People convicted of misdemeanor stalking; 

 Respondents to temporary protective orders. 
 

GAPS IN RECORDS 
Many people who are legally prohibited from owning guns are able to purchase or otherwise obtain them, 
because: 

 Local records often do not contain sufficient detail to flag offenders;  

 Local and state records are not universally uploaded to federal databases; 

 Offenders can purchase firearms at gun shows or from private sellers, thereby bypassing the background 
check system; 

 In 2013 and 2014, 30% of denials for misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence are issued after the 
prohibited abuser has taken possession of the firearm, because the background check was unable to be 
completed within 72 hours13; 

 In 2013 and 2014, approximately 40% of denials issued after 72 hours that were referred by the FBI to the 
ATF were related to domestic violence.14   

 

OUR POSITION 
Federal gun laws are essential for protecting the lives of victims and survivors of domestic violence.   We support 
strengthening federal gun safety laws to protect all victims and survivors, including dating partners, 
stalking victims/survivors, and petitioners with temporary orders of protection.   
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